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Alberta’s Native Prairie Sell-Off is Back

On August 30, the Alberta government again placed 16,000 acres of Cypress County native grassland up
for sale for conversion to intensive irrigation agricultural use. These are all the same lands that were
pulled from an impending secretive sale last November after widespread public criticism. Alberta
Wilderness Association (AWA) believes these lands should remain as public native grasslands where
well-managed ranching and grassland-dependent wildlife species can co-exist.

“There is overwhelming public support and scientific evidence to keep Alberta’s remaining native

grasslands free from intensive uses,” says Carolyn Campbell, AWA conservation specialist. “Many

sensitive grassland species have been documented on these specific lands, which our government
should be protecting, not actively seeking to destroy.”

Two endangered burrowing owl active nests were recently found on the lands posted for sale. There is
also a breeding pair of North America’s largest soaring hawk - the endangered ferruginous hawk - and
many pairs of North America’s largest shorebird, the long-billed curlew, a species of special concern.
Numerous female pronghorn antelope use these specific lands as a fawning ground, where baby
antelope are safely concealed in the native vegetation. All these species depend upon intact grasslands
for survival, for the food sources and cover the vegetation provides. Cultivated irrigated land, the
primary land use specified in the proposed sale documents, is not adequate habitat for them.

“These lands have been identified for conservation by the South Saskatchewan Regional Advisory
Council in the report it submitted to Alberta earlier this year,” says AWA Vice President Cliff Wallis. “By
putting these lands up for sale, the Minister is disrespecting their work and should hold off on any land
sales in this area at least until government responds to those recommendations.”

Less than 2% of Alberta’s grasslands natural region is protected. Only 30% of Alberta’s grasslands
remain, yet they support 70% of the mammal, bird, reptile and amphibian species that are at risk or may
be at risk in Alberta.

For more information:
Carolyn Campbell, AWA Conservation Specialist: (403) 283-2025
Cliff Wallis, AWA Vice President: (403) 607-1970

See map below of Environmentally Significant Areas classification of the proposed lands for sale
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